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Hepatitis C and the opioid crisis

Dual epidemics
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Burden of Hepatitis C Disease
ÅApproximately 3.5 million persons are currently infected with 

HCV.1,2

ÅBaby boomers account for 75% of HCV cases in the U.S.3

ÅMortality among HCV-infected persons increased during 
2006-2010.4,5 

Å In 2007, HCV-related deaths exceeded HIV-related deaths.4

Å In 2013, HCV associated deaths exceeded the combined 
number of deaths of 60 other infectious diseases as 
underlying causes. 5

ÅThe number of HCV-associated deaths increased 10.9% from 
2011 through 2014 and decreased 0.2% to 19,629 in 2015.6

1)Edlin BR, Eckhardt BJ, Shu MA, Holmberg SD, Swan T. Hepatology. 2015 Nov;62(5):1353- 63; 2) Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. MMWR. 2011;60(17):537-41, 3)CDC. MMWR 2012;61(RR04);1-18; 4) Ly KN, 
Xing J, KlevensRM, Jiles RB, Ward JW, Holmberg SD.. Ann Intern Med. 2012;156(4):271-8; 5) Mahajan R, Xing J, Liu SJ, Ly KN, Moorman AC, Rupp LB, et al. ClinInfect Dis. 2014;58(8):1055-61;6)Ly KN, Hughes EM, Jiles 
RB, Holmberg SD. Rising mortality associated with hepatitis C virus in the United States.ClinInfect Dis 2016:62:1287-1288.
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Burden of Hepatitis C among 

People Who Inject Drugs (PWID)
Å The most common risk factor associated with HCV transmission is 

injection drug use

Å PWID remain at highest risk for HCV infection

Å PWID account for 60% of existing HCV infections

Å PWID account for 80% of new HCV infections
ï Acquisition of HCV is fairly rapid after the start of IDU

Å Increase in new HCV cases among young adults (15-29 years)
ï Living in suburban and rural areas

Å Increases among women of child bearing age (14 -55 years)
ï IDU as the primary risk

Å Most PWID are willing to receive HCV treatment
ï Only 1-2% are actually treated each year

ï HCV treatment could act as prevention 

Å Dual epidemics- opioids and HCV
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Hepatitis C is curable
ÅCombinations of direct acting antivirals (DAAs)

ÅMost regimens taken one a day ïmany one pill a day

ÅShorter duration (approx. 12 weeks); 8 weeks for 
some

ÅEffective in historically óhard-to treatô patients:
ïCirrhosis

ïHIV coinfected

ÅCurrent treatment regimens have far fewer side effects 
ïRecommended treatment regimens no longer include 

interferon
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Progress in Hepatitis C Treatment
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